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China's Nationalist governme“ri\tw\;\;i'tﬁa‘fe\)il to Taiwan
Australian Government . following its defeat by Mao Zedong's Communists in

- 1949, Despite losing control of the mainland, the :
Nationalist government maintained it was the i
legitimate government of the whole of China, i
through the Constitution of the Republic of China
adopted in 1946, and established its capital in Taipei
in the north of Taiwan. Subsequent constitutional
amendments have distinguished between the
“mainland area” and the “free area” under control of
the authorities in Taiwan, but the Republic of China |
Taiwan -+ still claims to be the legitimate government of the

. whole of China.

T < b : f © The Australian Government recognised the People's

a I Wa n CO U n t ry rl e  Republic of China (PRC) as the sole legal ]
- government of China through the Joint £

Communigué with the PRC of 21 December 1972. As

“ Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade

; a consequence, Australia does not recognise that the
O\/e VIEW authorities in Taiwan, who claim to be the
About half the size of Tasmania, Taiwan is home to a government of the Republic of China, have the

; s G status of a national government. This is the basis of i
population of around 23 million, similar to that of Horshosilied's ome-Siria oty Al Awsteslin

Australia, making it one of the most densely { governments since 1972 have adhered to this pohcy X{
populated areas in the world. Situated on the Pacific e ——— il

"ring of fire", Taiwan is seismically active, and the Although Austraha and Taiwan do not have ofﬂual
. diplomatic relations, the Australian Government
central and western parts of the island are ruggedly e
A . . strongly supports the development, on an unofficial
mountainous, reducing the area available for

: T o . basis, of two-way economic and cultural contacts.
agriculture or habitation. In addition to the main Australia supports Taiwan's participation in

"TE 1949 FHEREBRRATEER I EMBEE L % o PEIBIREBUFHERREIGE - @ELE
THEIARBER T - B REEFEFEHTE 1946 F583EH) (Republic of China Fi%) KEMH
CERERFREEEEN - AR EGEILE NG ILET EEE - HENEERECKE S
T OURPEMIE , RGEERTEEY T HBE o {5 Republic of China (BAREMECERER
HRBIRY EEEEUR © |

" 1972 £ 12 A 21 HEE People's Republic of China Z & HEE /A - WA SHEURF K GE
People's Republic of China fHHEIRYME—EEEUR o KL - BAFRE A ARDEMEERE 2 "
Republic of China EfF |, FGEEE & BA EREBIRBUFIIMIAL < |

iR E R+ - B EERE RN R R REREE - BTN BHTFS
BIR MR ERE TG T —EFE REAREMEE » SR EE S HINE R -
5 FTBUREI B - g2 BIRE IR IEREE ST
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